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Foreword 

Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) have 

agreed that the future global mechanism to mitigate climate change will include incentives 

for developing countries to protect and enhance carbon stocks in their forest, a concept 

known as REDD+. At the 19th Conference of the Parties (COP) in Warsaw in 2013, they agreed 

on a set of decisions known as the Warsaw Framework for REDD+ that cover sources of 

finance, national forest monitoring systems, forest reference emission levels, measuring, 

reporting and verification (MRV), the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, and 

national reporting on REDD+ safeguards. The Warsaw Framework for REDD+ was the 

culmination of a number of UNFCCC decisions related to REDD+ that began with Ȱ$ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ 

2/CP.13 Reducing Emissions from Deforestation in Developing Countries: Approaches to 

3ÔÉÍÕÌÁÔÅ !ÃÔÉÏÎȱ agreed by Parties at the 13th COP in Bali in December 2007.  

Decision 2/CP.13 encourages support to developing countries to increase their capacity to 

estimate and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from forests, and encourages Parties to 

explore a range of actions, identify options and undertake efforts, including demonstration 

activities, to address the drivers of deforestation. The call for demonstration activities at the 

13th COP has spurred the development of numerous REDD+ projects that can now be found in 

countries in Africa, the Americas and Asia. Many of these projects are targeting voluntary 

carbon markets. They are potentially important not only for the new financing that they are 

generating for forest conservation and management, but also because they are generating 

data, experiences and methodologies that can inform both the development of national 

REDD+ strategies and architecture and the climate change negotiations.  

REDD+ projects are invariably complex. There is a need to extract and present the knowledge 

and lessons that are being generated by them in a systematic and accessible manner. The 

IGES publication REDD+ Projects: Snapshots of selected REDD+ project designs aims to 

contribute to meeting this need.  

This work is generally based upon outputs produced through a REDD+-related project funded 

by the Ministry of Environment, Japan.  

I would like to congratulate the authors for succeeding in bringing together this report, 

which I anticipate will be useful to people working on REDD+ issues from local to 

international levels. 

  

Hideyuki Mori 

IGES President 
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